Deployment
So you're about to deploy.  What do you do to make sure the life you leave behind keeps functioning while you're gone?  Who will pay your credit card bills?  How will you make sure your pay is being sent to the right account?  What adult supervision will you provide for your children?  When you win the lottery, who will cash the check?  If your ticket gets picked in less fortunate ways and you require medical treatment, who will make sure you get the medical care you want?

These are just some of the questions that you should be able to answer before you go on a deployment. The key here is you need to have thought about them and planned for these contingencies before you ever get the call to load up and head out.  Making these decisions in the two days between your notice and chalks up won't give you a great deal of time to consider the effects of your decisions.  So start thinking about how you will take care of things now-while you're still at home and have time to put some thought into them.

As you might have guessed, one of the best places you can go to learn about how to plan for a deployment and make sure your legal affairs are in order is your local Air Force legal office.  Read through the information below and then give them a call or stop by so you can get advice tailored to your specific situation. 

Family First

If you're a single parent, or your spouse is also in the military and you have children, you need to plan now for your kids' care while you are deployed.  We all know deployments can happen at a moment's notice and you want to ensure your kids have as smooth a transition to another care-giver as possible. Planning is the key.  If your spouse will be able to care for the kids, you have a head start but you're not out of the ballpark.  If you fall into the single parent category or your spouse is also subject to deployments, find someone whom you trust with your kids and who is willing to care for them while you're gone.

Think about how this will affect your kids, too.  Grandma may seem like the perfect solution, but if the kids would have to go live with her and she's 400 miles-or a continent-away, that might be difficult to arrange on short notice and, if your kids are in school, incredibly disruptive to their lives.  Maybe this is your only option.  Advance planning, though, will make it smoother and ferret out any alternatives that might exist.

The easiest way to make sure the person you want to care for your kids has the ability to do what she needs to do-like get a doctor to fix little Joey's knee after he falls off of the jungle gym-is to give her a power of attorney.  For more information about powers of attorney, keep reading.

The Bills Are Piling Up

Visa, American Express, Discover, the gas company, Ma Bell, and a host of other service providers out there really appreciate your service in the Air Force.  At the same time, they like you to pay your bills by the due date.  When you're deployed, though, that can be difficult.  Will your mail be forwarded to the deployed location?  Will you have access to your checking account from the middle of the desert?  Maybe. What if you don't?

In the wonderful age of technology, many bills can be paid on line.  You can access your credit card bills, your bank account, your phone bills just by dialing in and signing on.  Don't fall into a trap relying on this electronic convenience.  There is no guarantee you will have an Internet connection at your deployed location.  At a minimum, have a back up plan in place so you don't come home after six months to a chorus of bill collectors, a cold home, and no car.

Ideas to consider are plentiful.  Go ahead and sign up for Internet payment options.  If you can access them from the deployed site, you're in luck.  Look at automatic payment options, too.  If you set the car payment up to be paid on the 5th of the month whether you're there or not, it doesn't matter if you're deployed.  Just make sure you're bank account has enough money in it on the 5th to make the payment. Another option is that ever-present power of attorney.  Yet another alternative is to find someone you trust (this is really important-we're talking about your money here) and give them a special power of attorney to write checks and pay bills.

Some companies go out of their way to make life easy for you while you're deployed.  Bank of America and USAA, for instance, have programs set up to help you manage your accounts with them while you're gone.   Check with your credit card companies, banks and the like to see whether they have deployment programs and what you need to do to become a part of them.

Rain, Snow, Sleet or Hail - No One's There to Get My Mail!

You never know what folks might send you while you're away. You can bet, though, that mail will still flow to your home address after you take off.  Arrange for someone to pick up your mail at your house or to have your mail held at the post office.  If you're going to be receiving packages at your home address while you're away, give someone a special power of attorney to receive and sign for them.  It would be a shame if the books you ordered arrived but no one could pick them up and forward them on to you.

But My Spouse Can Do It All

So you think you don't need to plan because you're married.  Bad assumption.  Did you know your spouse can't access your military pay records?  If something needs to be changed, he or she needs a power of attorney from you to do it.  Perhaps you're lucky and deploying to a nice location on the French Riviera. Perhaps the family will be able to visit while your there.  In the past, though, France has been known to require wives to prove they have their husband's permission before allowing their children to enter the country.  Bottom line here is you are way ahead of the curve if you have a spouse-but you still have preparation to do.

What About If I Get Hurt?

An unpleasant thought, indeed, but one more instance when advance planning will make life easier for you and those you care for.  Advance medical directives like living wills and medical powers of attorney can ensure you get medical care that fits your beliefs and wishes.  In the gravest of circumstances, making sure you have a will can protect your belongings and make sure they go to the people you want to give them to.

Would You Like to Know More?

The best place to find out more is your local Air Force legal office.  Legal assistance professionals can give you advice that's targeted to your specific situation. 

