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COLONEL JOSEPH D. BROWN IV

Colonel Joseph D. Brown IV is commander of the 28th Bomb Wing, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.  He commands the largest 
B-1 combat wing in the U.S. Air Force, with 29 aircraft and more than 3,500 military and civilian members.  

    
   The colonel was commissioned as a Distinguished Graduate through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps program. A command pilot with more than 4,000 hours, he began his career as a B-52G co-pilot at Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Mich., upgrading to aircraft commander as a first lieutenant. Transferring to the B-52H at Carswell Air Force Base, Texas, in 1986, he upgraded to instructor pilot and assumed duties as a standardization and evaluation pilot.  In 1988, he transferred to Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, as a B-1 instructor in the combat crew training squadron.

The colonel has held a variety of key positions, including commander of the 28th Bombardment Squadron at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, member of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force's Operations Group, Headquarters Air Force, Washington D.C., member of the Strategy Division (“Skunkworks”) in the Directorate of Operations and Plans, Headquarters Air Force, senior military assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy at the Pentagon, Washington D.C., and commander of the 28th Operations Group.  

EDUCATION:  

1980   Bachelor of Arts in History, Virginia Military Institute

1986   Master of Science in Business Administration, Central Michigan University

1987   Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
1992   Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
1997   Master of Science in National Security Studies, National War College, Ft McNair, 

     Washington D.C.

ASSIGNMENTS:
1. January 1981 - November 1981, student, undergraduate pilot training, Vance Air Force Base, 


Okla.
2. December 1981 - May 1982, student, B-52 Combat Crew Training Squadron, Castle Air Force Base, Calif.
3. May 1982 - May 1986, B-52G co-pilot, aircraft commander, Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Mich.
4. June 1986 - May 1988, B-52H aircraft commander, instructor pilot, flight examiner instructor 

      pilot, Carswell Air Force Base, Texas
     5.  May 1988 - June 1992, B-1 CCTS flightline instructor pilot, academic instructor pilot, flight 

examiner, deputy chief, B-1 CCTS Standardization and Evaluation Division, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas
      6.   July 1992 - June 1993, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
      7.   June 1993 - July 1995, chief, Bomber Branch, Strategy Division, Plans Directorate, 


Headquarters Air Force, Washington D.C.

      8.   July 1995 - July 1996, member, Chief of Staff Operations Group, Headquarters Air Force

      9.   August 1996 - June 1997, student, National War College, Washington D.C.

    10.   July 1997 - June 1999, commander, 28th Bombardment Squadron, Dyess Air Force Base, TX

      11.   June 1999 - June 2001, senior military assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense, Policy, the             

              Pentagon, Washington D.C.
    12.   June 2001 - August 2003, commander, 28th Operations Group, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.
    13.   August 2003 – February 2004, vice commander, 28th Bomb Wing, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.
    14.
February 2004 – Present, commander, 28th Bomb Wing, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating: Command pilot with more than 4,000 hours

Aircraft flown:  T-37, T-38, B-52 and B-1

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Defense Superior Service Medal

Distinguished Flying Cross

Bronze Star

Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with four oak leaf clusters

Combat Readiness Medal with three oak leaf clusters

National Defense Service Medal with service star

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS:

Distinguished Graduate, National War College 

Top-third graduate of Air Command and Staff College

B-1 Outstanding Flightline and Outstanding Academic Instructor 

Winner, Best Crew 15 AF

Winner, Best Crew 8 AF

Winner, Dougherty Trophy, SAC Bombardment/Navigation Competition

Distinguished Graduate, B-52 Combat Crew Training 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second lieutenant

May 15, 1980

First lieutenant

Nov. 11, 1982

Captain


Nov. 11, 1984

Major


Oct. 1, 1991

Lieutenant colonel

July 10, 1996

Colonel


April 1, 2000

(Current as of 4 Mar 2004)
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