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COLONEL STEPHEN R. DISTASIO JR.
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Colonel Stephen R. DiStasio Jr. is commander, 28th Medical Group, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.  He commands more than 250 active-duty military and civilian members.  The 28th MDG is responsible for ensuring maximum wartime readiness by operating a community-based healthcare system maintaining the health and morale of Air Force members through accessible, quality medical and dental care for about 13,600 beneficiaries.

The colonel entered active duty as an enlisted member in 1972. He attended Air Force ROTC at the University of Southern Mississippi and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in July 1979. Colonel DiStasio received his master’s degree in human resource management and development from Chapman College, Orange, California.  He’s a non-rated aircrew member with more than 2,300 flying hours in the C-9, C-12, C-21 and C-130.  Before assuming his current position, he was the commander of the 43rd Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, Pope Air Force Base, N.C.

EDUCATION:

1979 – Bachelor of science degree in nursing, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg

1979 – Graduate, AFROTC, University of Southern Mississippi

1983 – Squadron Officer School (in residence)

1989 – Master of science degree in human resource management and development, Chapman

            University

1993 – Air Command and Staff College (seminar)

1997 – Air War College (seminar)

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.  December 1979 – August 1983, cardiac catherization nurse, assistant charge nurse, staff nurse,    
     David Grant Medical Center, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

2.  September 1983 – May 1987, assistant chief, standardization and evaluation and flight nurse 
     instructor, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

3.  June 1987 – June 1991, nurse manager, Elemendorf Air Force Base, Alaska

4. July 1991 – July 1996, director, performance improvement and chief, 325th Medical Group, 
    Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.

5. August 1996 – May 1998, deputy flight commander and senior nurse executive and director, 
     performance improvement, 89th Medical Group, Andrews Air Force Base, Md.
6. June 1998 – June 1999, commander, 8th Medical Operations Squadron and deputy commander 
    and chief nurse executive, 8th Medical Group, Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea
7. July 1999 – July 2001, commander, 319th Medical Operations Squadron and chief nurse, 
    319th Medical Group, Grand Forks Air Force Base, N.D.

8. July 2001 – August 2002, commander, 43rd Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, Pope Air Force 
    Base, N.C.

9. August 2002 – present, commander, 28th Medical Group, Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Joint Meritorious Unit Award

Combat Readiness Medal

National Defense Service Medal with bronze star

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:
Second Lieutenant 

July 3, 1979

First Lieutenant 

Jan. 1, 1981

Captain


March 1, 1983

Major



Feb. 1, 1989

Lieutenant Colonel

Aug. 1, 1996

Colonel


Feb. 1, 2002

(Current as of August 2002)
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