EMPTY BAR-CODED CONTAINERS

Empty bar-coded containers are containers that previously held hazardous materials.  Once the shop has emptied the container by normal means (i.e. by spraying, pouring or scraping) the container must be accumulated for return to HAZMART.  HAZMART removes the container bar-code from the shop’s EMIS inventory, verifies that the container meets “RCRA Empty” standards and ensures the container is properly disposed of.  A container is considered to be “RCRA Empty” when*:

· All material has been removed from the container by normal means,

· Less than 1 inch of residue remains in the container and 

· Less than 3% of the capacity of the container remains (.3% for containers larger than 110 gal.) in the container.

· Containers previously containing compressed gasses are considered empty when the pressure in the container is fully relieved.

Once HAZMART verifies these standards are met, the containers are recycled or disposed of.
	COLLECTION CONTAINERS

	· All empty barcoded containers must be collected in an acceptable container, such as an open top metal, plastic or fiberboard container.  (HAZMART can provide containers ranging in size from 1 to 55 gallons.) 

· Must be in good condition with all the old markings and labels removed or painted over prior to use. 

· Marked with the contents of the container (i.e., EMPTY BAR-CODE RETURNS). 

· Kept in a safe place away from traffic.  A container should be secured if it could be easily tipped over.

	ACCUMULATION POINTS 

	· Optional:  Non-hazardous accumulation points may be marked with a sign that identifies the accumulation point number (#-NR), as well as the location and content of waste stream (see HWMP Fig 5.4 for format).

· Optional: Non-hazardous accumulation points may be included in the weekly inspection of accumulation points.

	DISPOSAL

	· Must be turned-in to HAZMART for disposal and EMIS tracking.  User is responsible for taking empty containers to HAZMART.

· If containers are not “RCRA Empty” it may be considered to be a hazardous waste and must be turned in to the HAZMART IRC (Industrial Recycling Center) with an MSDS for disposal.  Call 

             5-6602 for pick-up.

· If containers still contain serviceable product they must be turned into the HAZMART Pharmacy with an MSDS for reuse/reissue.  User is responsible for taking material to HAZMART.

	SAMPLING

	· Sampling requirements do not apply to empty barcoded containers as long as the containers meet the definition of “empty” as defined in RCRA regulations (40 CFR Part 261.7).  


Please contact the Environmental Flight Hazardous Waste Program Manager, Mr. Jens Christensen, at 

5-6625 or 5-2680 for additional information.

*Note: These standards do not apply to containers that previously held acute hazardous waste (for example Epinephrine P042, and Warfarin P001 used in the Hospital Pharmacy).  These containers must be collected as a hazardous waste and turned-in to HAZMART for disposal as a hazardous waste.

