MANGEMENT OF WASTE MEK AND 

MEK CONTAMINATED RAGS

Waste quantities of Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK) solvent and/or shop rags containing MEK contaminants, are considered to be hazardous wastes and must be accumulated according to the following measures:

	CONTAINERS

	· Should be an open top style metal container that can be filled in one year or less.  (HAZMART can provide containers ranging in size from 1 to 55 gallons.) 

· Must be kept closed except while adding or removing the waste.

· Must be in good condition with all the old markings and labels removed or painted over prior to use. 

· Kept in a safe place away from traffic.  A container should be secured if it could be easily tipped over. 

· Must be labeled with a red hazardous waste label and the “contents” blank must be filled-in.

· Fill in accumulation start date blank when the container is full or if 55-gallon limit is exceeded. 



	ACCUMULATION POINTS 

	· Marked with a sign that identifies the accumulation point number (#-HW) as well as the location and content of waste stream (see HWMP Fig 6.1 for format).

· Must be included in the weekly inspection of accumulation points. 

· Must be at or near point-of-generation and under the control of the generator of the waste.



	DISPOSAL

	· Must be turned-in to HAZMART for disposal within three days of becoming full.  

· Call 5-6602 for pickup.



	SAMPLING

	· Waste MEK and rags contaminated with MEK have been characterized by referencing the MSDS from the manufacturer.  However, shops must notify the Hazardous Waste Program Manager if a new process is implemented which alters the current waste stream.  If sampling is required the sample results will be valid for 3 years for small waste streams (less than 3-55 gal. Drums/year), and 1 year for large waste streams.  




Please contact the Environmental Flight Hazardous Waste Program Manager, Mr. Jens Christensen, at 

5-6625 or 5-2680 for additional information.

