MANAGEMENT OF PCBs

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) may be found in transformers, capacitors, and fluorescent lighting ballasts.  PCBs are toxic chemicals according to U.S. EPA as they exhibit toxicity, persistence, and the potential for ecological damage via water pollution. 

Manufacture of PCBs was discontinued in the U.S. in the late 1970s.  All ballasts manufactured after July 1, 1978, that do not contain PCBs, are required to be clearly marked "No PCBs".  Unmarked ballasts or ballasts without a date code should assumed to be PCB ballasts. 

Under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) it is permissible to dispose of non-leaking ballasts in a permitted landfill.  However, it is not permitted to dispose of more than one pound of PCBs (12 or more ballasts) in a 24-hour period.

When conducting transformer maintenance, if the insulating material in the transformer cannot be accurately identified it is assumed to contain PCBs and shall be handled accordingly.  The downed transformer must be purged and the insulating material, along with any rags or other materials that have come into contact with the insulating material, must sampled to determine the proper disposal requirements.  

	CONTAINERS

	· Ballasts and other materials that have come into contact with PCBs should be accumulated in an open top style steel or plastic container 

· Transformer insulating material that contains PCBs must be contained in a closed-head (non-removable head) style metal, or plastic drum with a bung opening or the original container for accumulation.  

· Must be in good condition with all the old markings and labels removed or painted over prior to use. 

· Kept in a safe place away from traffic.  A container should be secured if it could be easily tipped over. 

· Marked with the contents of the container 

· Must be labeled with an appropriate PCBs label.  

· Label must be dated when first PCBs are added to the container and must be turned in to DRMO for disposal within one year of that date.  

· Turn full container-in to DRMO within 3 days.

· Must be kept closed except when adding or removing the waste.

	ACCUMULATION POINTS 

	· TSCA wastes shall not be accumulated but should immediately be turned in to DRMO for analysis and disposal.

	DISPOSAL

	· Turn in to DRMO for disposal.  Call 5-1018.

· CEVC must be notified of amount of PCBs (Lbs.) being disposed of

	SAMPLING

	· Spent insulating materials from transformers must be sampled if it is not known whether it contains PCBs or not.  Sample results shall be valid for one time disposal of transformer insulating material 


Please contact the Environmental Flight PCB Program Manager, Mr. Larry Amburn, at 5-6616 or 5-2680 for additional information.

