MANAGEMENT OF USED RAGS, GLOVES, & BRUSHES

Used rags, gloves, brushes, etc. must be handled according to the types of contaminants that the item has come into contact with and may be considered to be either Non-RCRA or Hazardous Waste (see guidance from CEV and sample results for status of your waste).  Contaminated rags, brushes, applicators, etc., can be disposed of in the trash as Solid Wastes only if the contaminant is known to be non-hazardous when dry (see the MSDS for the material in question).   

Note: This guide sheet does not pertain to articles contaminated with Alodine or adhesives containing MEK, Benzene, Chromium or Cadmium, etc.  Personnel should refer to guide sheets for Alodine & Rags with Alodine or Adhesives & Sealants for proper disposal of such wastes.  
	CONTAINERS

	· Use an open top style metal container.  HAZMART can provide containers ranging in size from 1 to 55 gallons. 

· Must be compatible with the contaminants on the rags, gloves, brushes, etc 

· Must be in good condition with all the old markings and labels removed or painted over prior to use. 

· Kept in a safe place away from traffic.  A container should be secured if it could be easily tipped over. 

	Hazardous Waste
	Non-RCRA Waste

	· Must be labeled with a red hazardous waste label and the “contents” blank must be filled-in.

· Fill in accumulation start date blank, when full or if you exceed 55 gallons, and turn-in to HAZMART within 3 days

· Must be kept closed except while adding or removing the waste.

· Select a container that you will fill in a year or less.
	· Marked with the contents of the container (use of a “NON-RCRA” or “NON-REGULATED” label is recommended).

	ACCUMULATION POINTS

	Hazardous Waste
	Non-RCRA Waste

	· Marked with a sign that identifies the accumulation point number (#-HW) as well as the location and content of waste stream (see HWMP Fig 6.1 for format).

· Must be included in the weekly inspection of accumulation points.

· Must be at or near point-of-generation and under the control of the generator of the waste.
	· Optional:  Non-hazardous accumulation points may be marked with a sign that identifies the accumulation point number (#-NR), as well as the location and content of waste stream (see HWMP Fig 5.4 for format).

· Optional: Non-hazardous accumulation points may be included in the weekly inspection of accumulation points.

	TURN-IN

	Hazardous Waste
	Non-RCRA Waste

	· Must be turned-in to HAZMART for disposal.  Call 5-6602 for pickup.
	· May be laundered through the base laundry service or disposed in trash.

	SAMPLING

	Used rags, gloves, brushes, etc., must be sampled when a new process is implemented which generates a new waste stream.  Sample results are valid for 3 years for small waste streams (less than 3-55 gal. Drums/year), and 1 year for large waste streams.  If the contaminated articles are sampled and are found to be hazardous waste, the waste product must be collected as hazardous waste until a process change is implemented that generates a non-hazardous or non-RCRA waste.


Please contact the Environmental Flight Hazardous Waste Program Manager, Mr. Jens Christensen, at 

5-6625 or 5-2680 for additional information.

