MANAGEMENT OF SPENT RESPIRATOR FILTERS

Respirator filters/canisters that are used for any process that requires breathing protection (Self-contained, Supplied Air, or Air Purifying) must be handled according to the types of contaminants that they contain or have come into contact with.  Spent respirator filters/canisters may have the potential to display hazardous characteristics and must be sampled to determine if they should be handled as Non-RCRA waste or Hazardous waste (see guidance from CEV and sample results for the status of your waste).  Spent respirator filters/canisters must be accumulated according to the following guidelines unless written guidance is obtained from CEV for disposal as ordinary trash.  

	CONTAINERS

	· Should be an open top style steel, plastic or fiberboard container.  (HAZMART can provide containers ranging in size from 1 to 55 gallons.) 

· Must be in good condition with all the old markings and labels removed or painted over prior to use. 

· Kept in a safe place away from traffic.  A container should be secured if it could be easily tipped over. 

	Hazardous Waste
	Non-RCRA Waste

	· Must be labeled with a red hazardous waste label and the “contents” blank must be filled-in.

· Fill in accumulation start date blank when full or if the 55-gallon limit is exceeded.

· Must be kept closed except when adding or removing the waste.

· Should be a container that can be filled in one year or less.
	· Marked with the contents of the container (use of a “NON-RCRA” or “NON-REGULATED” label is recommended).

	ACCUMULATION POINTS 

	Hazardous Waste
	Non-RCRA Waste

	· Marked with a sign that identifies the accumulation point number (#-HW) as well as the location and content of waste stream (see HWMP Fig 6.1 for format).

· Must be included in the weekly inspection of accumulation points.

· Must be at or near point-of-generation and under the control of the generator of the waste.
	· Optional:  Non-hazardous accumulation points may be marked with a sign that identifies the accumulation point number (#-NR), as well as the location and content of waste stream (see HWMP Fig 5.4 for format).

· Optional: Non-hazardous accumulation points may be included in the weekly inspection of accumulation points.

	DISPOSAL

	Hazardous Waste
	Non-Hazardous Waste

	· Turn-in to HAZMART for disposal within three days of becoming full.  Call 5-6602 for pickup.
	· Turn in to HAZMART for disposal.  Call 5-6602. 

	SAMPLING

	· Spent respirator filters must be sampled when a new process is implemented which generates a new waste stream.  Sample results are valid for 3 years for small waste streams (less than 3-55 gal. Drums/year), and 1 year for large waste streams.  


Please contact the Environmental Flight Hazardous Waste Program Manager, Mr. Jens Christensen, at 5-6625 or 5-2680 for additional information.

