MANAGEMENT OF SPENT MERCURY CONTAINING LAMPS

Fluorescent, mercury and sodium vapor, and metal halide lamps are now regulated by EPA as Universal Waste.  Under universal waste rules expended lamps do not have to be accumulated under the full hazardous waste rules.  One advantage is that bulbs no longer have to be accumulated “at or near the point of generation.”  This means that organizations that are responsible for multiple facilities may accumulate bulbs at a central location.  The following are guidelines that must be followed for accumulating waste bulbs.

· Lamps must be collected in containers.  The original box is recommended.  The HAZMART has extra boxes available for bulbs.  Use packing material to ensure bulbs are not broken during transportation.

· The accumulation container must be kept closed except when adding or removing lamps.

· Containers must be labeled with a UNIVERSAL WASTE label.  These labels are available at HAZMART.  Then contents blank on the label must be filled in with the word “LAMP” and the type of bulb being accumulated.

· Date the label when the first bulb is placed in the box. 

· The box must be turned in to HAZMART within 9 months of that date.

Black Hills Hardware stocks these “low-mercury” bulbs.  If you have problems purchasing low-mercury bulbs, contact the Environmental Flight Hazardous Waste Program Manager at 5-6625 or 5-2680.

