COMMANDER’S BRIEFING ON MOTORCYCLE SAFETY

PURPOSE:  This background paper is to provide unit commanders with a basic list of items they should brief motorcycle operators within their unit before allowing them to operate a motorcycle on the roads.  The major concerns are standards of conduct, bearing/behavior and utilization of proper personal protective equipment.  

· Air Force Instruction 91-207, dated 1 October 1995, and DoD Instruction 6055.4, dated 20 July 1999, outline the requirements for military personnel who operate a motorcycle on or off an Air Force installation.

· Requirements for motorcycle, motor scooter and moped operations on Air Force installations and for operation by military personnel off Air Force installations include the following: 
· Only operators may ride mopeds--no passengers

· Headlights must be on

· Vehicle must have rear-view mirrors

· The following protective equipment is required for all operators/passengers on AND off base: 
· A properly fastened (under the chin) protective helmet certified to meet US Department of Transportation (DoT) standards

· A properly worn eye protective device (impact shatter resistant goggles, or full-faced shield properly attached to the helmet)  

· Properly worn sturdy footwear.  Operators will wear leather boots or over-the-ankle shoes that afford protection for the feet and ankles, and lower parts of the legs (durable athletic shoes that cover the ankles may be worn).  Sandals, low quarter sneakers, and similar foot wear provide little protection and will not be worn

· Properly worn long-sleeved shirt or jacket, long-legged trousers, and full-fingered gloves appropriate for use on a motorcycle.  Gloves should be sturdy, non-slip type to permit a firm grip on the controls   

· A brightly colored or contrasting vest or jacket as an outer upper garment will be worn during the day and a reflective garment during the night.  Outer upper garments will be clearly visible and not covered 

· Standards of Conduct must be enforced at all times when operating a motorcycle 

· Obey the posted speed limit at all times, and drive according to road and weather conditions

· Ensure you accomplish all mandatory training--a civilian motorcycle endorsement and complete an approved motorcycle training course (Motorcycle Safety Foundation)    

· Proper bearing/behavior must be in the forefront at all times

· Never attempt to operate the motorcycle beyond your or its capabilities       

· Never operate a motorcycle or any other vehicle while intoxicated

· Never let anyone operate your motorcycle who is not properly trained

· Complete Local Conditions Course II (Conducted during Right Start)

· Personnel must complete a Motorcycle Safety Foundation safety course that includes hands-on training and evaluation prior to operating a motorcycle.

· Personnel that already own a motorcycle will schedule to attend the Experienced Rider Course.

· Personnel planning to purchase a motorcycle will schedule to attend the Beginners Motorcycle Course.

· Personnel must provide the safety office an indorsed copy of this briefing to schedule a course.

