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TO: Manager, Airspace  Study -  Operations Support 
Group 

FROM
: 

Southwest  Healthcare Services,  Bowman, 
ND 

DATE
: 

April 30, 
2014 

SUBJECT: Powder River Training Areas 

We at Southwest  Healthcare are very concerned about the proposed Powder River training 
expansion areas.  Our community  has undergone great changes associated with the Bakken and 
Williston oil activities in the state.  High salary jobs  are increasing; population is growing; and air 
traffic is increasing with local communities trying to keep pace with the demand in services.  Rural 
fire departments, hospital and clinic staff, ambulance and EMT staff, and emergency  response 
offices are all impacted by this increase in demand. 

We may now be required to do more with the Powder River Area which  is Area #3 and is directly 
over our community!  The potential for aircraft mid-air or crashes  is very real with the proposed 500

foot altitude restriction .  Also, fire potential is a major concern with flare dropping operations.  How 
wil l these area restrictions impact local health services such as med -evac and life flights to transport  
patients to larger,  higher level facilities? 

Some recommendations  that could greatly reduce these impacts include the following: 

1. NO area #3, or a "high area" designation
2. . Raise area floors to 8000 feet 
3. 500 feet  restriction 1 day/week  instead of 5 days/week

We do appreciate your attention to this matter which we consider very important to our facility and 
our communities . 

Respectfully, 

H
Becky Hansen, CEO 

Southwest  Healthcare Services 

Providing Healthcare Services For 
Acute Care, Skilled Nursing, Visiting  Nurse Services, Ambulance Services, Outpatient Clinic, Rehab Services , Independent and Assisted Living 
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