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28th Bomb Wing Emblem

History of the Emblem

The emblem reflects the Wing’s predecessor World
War II unit, the 28th Bombardment Group. The motto
“Guardian of the North"” refers to the Group’s World
War II mission in Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. The
scroll has borne many inscriptions, often reflecting
the wing’s main mission. Previous iterations include
28th Bomb Wing and 28th Strat. Recon. Wing (H), but
the current iteration best reflects the Wing’s World
War II heritage.

Wing Motto
“*Guardian of the North”
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L xecutive

Hroclamation

State of South Dakota
®ffice Of The Governor

Fam iy it

WHEREAS, The military personnel and their dependants at tho former Ropid
City Air Base and now Ellsworth Air Force Bose have olways been considepred
reaidents by tho State of South Dakota and its citicons; and,

WHEREAS, South Dakots fcels proud and honored thot Blleworth AFB and the
28th Bombardnent Wing have been sclected to receive the new Bi-B bember on
Jenuary 21, 1987; and,

YHEREAS, It §s only fitting and proper that tho Bi-B take its plece in the
history of westorn South Dakota following such militery hardware os the
B-17s, B-29s, B369, B525 and the Nike, Titon, Minuteman I and Kinutesan II
oizsilos.

WHEREAS, The arrival of the Bi-B st Ellsworth AFE will insure the future
operation of the base into tho 21st Century, thus perpetuating the cconceic
base that Ellsworth AFB provides western South Dakota; and,

YHEREAS, The additional seven hundred personnel and their deperdants will
add approxieatoly 1,638 new people to the comrunity, thus increasing tho
economic base of westoern South Dakots; and,

WHEREAS, The officers and onlisted personnel end civilions of Ellsworth AFB
are to be honored and congratulated for being selcoted to receive the Bi-B
30 they con practico thedr cotto "Pecace in our profession® by forning the
inportant mission of providing the manned bomber leg of the nation's triad
dof'ense system with the world's post nodern bomber:

KOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE S, MICKELSON, Governor of the State of South
Lakota, do herecby proclein Jonuary 21, 1987, as

B~1E STRATEGIC BOMBER DAY

in South Dokota,

I HITNESS WHEREOF, I have hercunto
set my hand end coused to be arfixed
the Governor's Sopl of the Stato of
South Dakota, in Pierre, the Copitsl
City, thiz Twentieth Day of Jenuary,
in the Year of Our Lord, Nineteen
Hlundred and Eighty-Seven

i
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Plainsman, Frlday, Jan. 16, 1987 7

The waiting is over, the B-1B here next week

buffed to a high shine. You'll enjoy sceing it as much
as | did.

Our first B-1B, “The Wings of Freedom,” will
overfly the base just after 1:15 p.m. It will be on the
runway at 1:30 p.m. You'll be able to watch it taxi
up to Hangar 7246 where the arrival ceremony will
take place. We have set up a complete closed-circuit
television and sound system. No matter where you
are, you'll be able to hear and see what is going on.

The B-1B contractors and the Ellsworth museum
will also have displays in Hangar 7248. We'll have
light food service there too for those not enjoying the
buffet. SAC aircraft including a B-52 Stratofortress
and an FB-111 medium bomber will be on the ramp
for your inspection. Don't worry about the weather
— the hangars are heated. There will be plenty of
room inside with a lot to see and do.

" This is your day! Your preparations made this
paossible. We have been working together since March
1086 with this goal in mind. Now it's a matter of
hours. I can’t tell how proud [ am to share this day
with you. In operations, in mninlcnance, andinalot
of hase support functions, you made it happen. You

by Col. Harold B. Adams .
C ter 2xth Bombardment Wing

It’s almost here! Our first permanently assigned
B-1B will arrive on Wednesday and preparations are

Jjust about complete, This
will be a great day — your
thaay?

* The 70 row"* hangars
will be open on Wednsday
at 11:30 a.m. We will have
abuffet luncheon set up in
Hangar 7250, The cost is
$6 per persen and it will
be worth it. Bring your
appetites

When you-walk next
door to Hangar 7248, you
will see our restored B-29
Superfortress, Many -
volunteers have been working to make this aireraft
a real beauty, The original aluminum skin has been

drew down the B-52H force. You dispersed to
Malmstrom AFB, Mont., during the runway closure.
You brought the wing’s first B-1B maintenance
trainers on hoard. You welcomed our first
maintenance-test B-1B on Nov. 10, Since then you've
produced sorties, done training, and verified
technical onders, You've also helped prepare new
facilittes, performed self-help projects which are the
envy of the command, and begun the finest self-help
aircraft refurbishment program ever attempted in
SAC.

We have a lot to be proud of. Wednesday is a
special day for all of us. Dont even think of missing
it. You will have stories to tell and pictures to show
(cameras are welcome) for years to come. The brag-
ging rights are yours forever.

One final item — a very important one. On Mon-
day, Col. Richard D. Iversen, our deputy commander
for operations, will replace Col. Jerrold P. Allen as
vice commander. Colonel Allen is going to the 319th
Bombardment Wing at Grand Forks AFB, N.I)., to
command the next B-I1B wing. Congratulations. We
look forward to seeing you many times as B-1Bs
crisscross the Dakota skies.
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by Col. Rarold B, Adams
¢ tee 26th B Wing

What o guriods day! The 28th Bombardment

Wing and Ellswarth AFB have now entered the

operational warld of the
next. century. The B-1B
which arrived on Wednes-
day represents a greot step §
forward. The congrotula-
tions und thanks are yours
At the effécts will be felt
lang after we have left ae-
tive duty.
The B-1B arrival!
cereinony could not hnve
suceeeded withiont. your:
dediented efforts. And we
are noking forward w an:
even bigger picture — 100
B-1Bs in service at four Suau.-ac MrComnnml Hases.
Thirty years have passed since the arrival of the
B-52 Stratofortress. The conditions are different, but
the needs are the same; The B-1B is the capable air-
craft we have been waiting for: It now stands strategic

alert ut Dyess AFB, Texas. Soon, Ellsworth B-1Bs will

- begin to fly training sortics und to stand alert. Soon,
-afrerews of the 37th and 77th Bumbardment

Squadivns will be flying cur missions in our aircraft.
Suon. Ellswerth B-1Bs will be capable of contingen-

. ¢y uperations anywhere in the world. Soon, we will
" hove 35 B-1B aireraft on our flightline — the largest

B-1B establishment in the Air Force.

Those who came to the B-1B arrival ceremony
left with a real sense of purpose und pride. The cold-
weather and maintenance test B-1Bs from Byess AFB

_that wene on aur flight line were only the start. One
=2 Iy still here: others will follow. But the step we took

forward on Wednesday is beyond compare. We will

* soon bie flying our own B:1Bs. New afrerevis will be
arriving. They will be sharpening operitional skills.

Maintenante people will be dmh)ping skiils of their
own. The main event has begun,

Special thanks are due to all of you. When
General John T. Chain Jr., the tcommand in chief of
Strategic Alr Command flew the “Wingsef Freedom™
to Ellsworth AFB, he saw a base standing proud and
ready -to ‘carry on a great tradition. Lieutenant
General James E. Light Jr., Fifteenth Alr Force com-
mander, expressed the same sense of elation. So did

RSRe

Bomb wing commander salutes B 1B arrival

Brig. Gen. Frederick A. Fiolder, 57th Alr Division

commander. They send their personal congrmtulations
to cach of you. It was a jub well done.

. Other dignitarics at' the ceremony included

George Mickelson, governur.of South Iukota; and Ar-

thur E. LaCrolx, moyorof Rapid City. Thiy will never

forget what they saw Weditestiay - and neither will 1.

General Chain probably said it best, “This Is o
proud day for America. Because of this new B-1Bon
the ramp at Ellsworth, our hation is stemger and more
secure than it wos yvesterday.

I'm proud af this airplane and these which soon
will follow. the people who brought it on line, and
the people who will fly and maintain .

“Now 1'd like to speak to the airerews and the
treops who will maintain the B-Is.. SAC Is the world's *
most professional military organkntion: our adver-
saries know it, our allles knot it, and'the citizens of
this country know it. You have the calilier of alrman-
ship...the skill...the discipline...and the self
confidence.

**You should knrow your eountry is proud of you
and | am proud of you."

Wonderful words to hear Thank you.



General James Light
Featured Speaker

Gen. Jomes Light

Lieutenant General James E. Light Jr.
is commandet, 13th Air Force, March
Ait Force Base, Cellfornis.

General Light was born Sepl. 25,
1927. in And Ind. He ded
school in Lansing. Mich., where he
graduated from Eastern High Schoolin
1945, He tved a bachelor of s¢i

City of Rapuidt City

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 57701

e of thr Moy
29 Main
605394 8110

Dear Friends:

Please come and join Rapid City and the Black Hills com.
munities on Jenuary 21st. 1987 as we celebrale the arrival of
our Nation's newest Strategic Bomber to Ell th Air Force
Base. The delivery of the first B-1B on January 21st will be fol-
lowed by 34 more planes over the next eight month period. This
will make EAFB the largest and most important Air Force Base
in the country.

This B-1B Celebration provides all of us with an opportunity to
personally express our support and appreciation to the men and

degree in electrical engineering from
Michigan Stete College In 1956, and &
master of sclence degree in business ad-
ministration from The George Wash-
Ington University, Washington, D.C..in
1964, The genersl slso completed
Squadron Officer School and Alr Com-
mond and Stalff Coliege at Maxwell Alr
Force Base, Als., and the Army War Col-
lege, Carlisie Barracks, Pe.

The general is a commend pilot with
more than 9,000 flying hours In more
than 15 alrcraft. He has 220 combet mis-
sions with more than 500 combat hours.
His military decorations and awards in-
clude the Distinguished Service Medal,
Silver Stor with two oak leaf clusters,
Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying
Cross with six ook leal clusters, Bronze
Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medol
ond Air Medal with 18 ook leal clusters.

He was promoted to lleutenant
general Sept. 1. 1983, with same date
of rank. -

General Light s married to the former
Muriel Ellison. They have one daughter,
Janet.

who serve our nation at Ellsworth. | invite you o attend
the gaia celebration reception and banquet 1o be held at the
Rushmore Plaza Civic Cenler. (See invitation on the right hand
page)

It will be an exciting evening with complimentary refreshments.
a superb meal, an informative program and enjoyable entertain-
ment, There will also be the opportunily to view many major
systems of the B-1B on display by the major contractors. Several
top execulives from the defense industry, as well as top military
leadets. are expected to aitend.

Please complete the attached RSVP Card or call the Chamber

Office at 343-1744 to reserve your place at this most important
community event.

Sincerely,

Art LaCroix
Mayor

Gen James Light, 15 AF/CC
(and former 28 BW/CC)




Col. “Buck” Adams To
Command B-1B Wing

Col. “Buck”™ Adams

Colonel Horold B. Adams is commander,

28th Bombasd: Wing. El h Air
Force Base. SD.

Colonel Adams was born Jnn 20, 1943,
in Alb NM, d from

Bridgeport High School. Bridgeport, Wesh..
in 1961. He recelved & fine erts degree from
Weshi State Unt ! Wash., in
1966. He completed Squndvon Officer
School in June 1973, Air Command end
Steff College ot Maxwell Atr Force Bese,
Als.. in 1975 a3 o distinguished greduste,
National Defense University in 1979 end Mo
tionel Wer College, Fort Lesiey J. McNair,
Washington, D.C.. in 1982,

He dhisp positi
1986.

Colonel Ademas is o command pilot with
more than 3,000 flying hours, including 127
comboat misstons. His military decorntions
and awards Include, the Legion of Metit, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, Meritorious Ser-
vice Meds! with two ook leef clusters, the Alr
Medas! with seven oak leof clusters, the Air
Force Commendation Mede! with one ook
teof cluster, the Distinguished/Presidentisl
Unit Citation, and the Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award with iwo oak leof clusters.

His dote of ronk Is May 1981,

Colonel Adams Is married to the former
Belle Luciile Hill of Tocoms, Wash., end they
have one doughter, Betina.

In Merch
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Col Harold “Buck” Adams,
28 BW/CC
First Commander of the

B-1B era
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OEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

Toe WD (SACY
QULEROATH AR FORCE BASE. S0 STTC8

B~1B Arrival Day Distinguished Visitors

On behalf of the men and wamen of the 44th Strategic Missile Wing and
tho 28th Barbordeent ting, welcoee to Ellowerth Alr Force Base.  We at
Ellsworth chare a proud heritage whidle warking together today as part
of SAC's deterrent foroe. Bringing a now weapon gystem on-linc is an
exciting business. ma‘mmnyplmﬁdywmmmmlpm
colcbrate the dolivery of America’s newest strategic bomber, the B-18B,
to Elloworth Alr Forco Bace.

Have an cnjoysble and momorable visit. Pleace call on either of us or
the B-1B Protocol Office if wo can be of assistance during your stay.



