Christmas Tree Safety Tips

When decorating your tree, always use lights listed by a testing laboratory.  Some lights are designed only for indoor or outdoor use, but not both.  Larger tree lights should also have some type of reflector rather than a bare bulb.
Follow the manufacturer's instructions on how to use tree lights. Any string of lights with worn, frayed or broken cords or loose bulb connections should not be used.  Connect no more than three strands of push-in bulbs and a maximum of 50 bulbs for screw-in bulbs.
Always unplug Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed.

Try to keep live trees as moist as possible by giving them plenty of water daily.  Do not purchase a tree that is dry or dropping needles.  Check for fresh, green needles and place your tree in a sturdy tree stand designed not to tip over.

Children are fascinated with Christmas trees.  Keep a watchful eye on them when around the tree and do not let them play with the wiring or lights.  Store matches and lighters up high, out of reach, preferably in a locked cabinet.

Safely dispose of the tree when it begins dropping needles.  Dried-out trees are highly flammable and should not be left in a house or garage or placed against the house.
Lighting Safety Tips

Indoors or outdoors, only use lights that have been tested for safety by a recognized testing laboratory, such as UL or ETL.  This indicates conformance with safety standards  Use only lights that have plugs containing fuses. 

Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections.  Throw out damaged sets.  Always replace burned-out bulbs promptly with the same wattage bulbs. 

If using an extension cord, make sure it is rated for the intended use. 

Never use electric lights on a metallic tree.  The tree can become charged with electricity from faulty lights, and a person touching a branch could be electrocuted. 

Before using lights outdoors, check labels to be sure they have been certified for outdoor use. 

